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2025 Point-in-Time Count Data 
Since 2017, RTFH has partnered with the San Diego County Sheriff's Office to conduct surveys of 
incarcerated persons as part of the Point-in-Time Count. In 2025, seven jails participated. On the night 
of the count in January, 3,956 persons were incarcerated, and 1,009 persons (26%) were asked to 
participate in the count. Of those surveyed, 37%, totaling 376 persons, reported experiencing 
unsheltered homelessness prior to their arrest. 

 
 

Homeless Profile % of Unsheltered Persons 

First Time Homeless 40% 

% of those surveyed who became homeless in San 
Diego County 

86% 

% of those surveyed who were a former ward of 
child welfare or a foster care agency 

17% 

% of those surveyed who are experiencing 
homelessness for 12 months or longer 

45% 

% of those surveyed who are Transitional Age 
Youth (18-24) 

6% 

% of those surveyed who served on active duty in 
the U.S. Armed Forces 

5% 
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Additional Data 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note: In 2021, there was no count conducted due to the COVID-19 Pandemic. 
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Key Findings 
 

● The percentage of incarcerated persons who reported experiencing unsheltered homelessness 
before their arrest increased from 36% in 2024 to 37% in 2025, a 1% increase.                                                                 

● 40% of surveyed persons who were unsheltered said it was their first experience of 
homelessness, down from 52% in 2024 (a 12% decrease). 

● 20% of unsheltered persons reported living in a vehicle the night of their arrest, a slight increase 
from 19% in 2024. 

● 41% of unsheltered persons had a history of juvenile detention, down from 43% in 2024. 
● 84% of unsheltered persons had been previously incarcerated in jail or prison, a decrease from 

89% in 2024 (a 5 % drop). 
● 24% of those unsheltered before arrest said they left permanent housing due to safety concerns 

or violence, up slightly from 23% in 2024. 

 

 

  

 
 

 


	2025 Point-in-Time Count Data
	Additional Data
	Additional Data

