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What are Data Standards?

● HMIS Instructions

○ For collecting data

○ For building the database

● Creates definitions for reporting data

● Dictated by HUD and Federal Partners 



2026 Standards Changes

Affecting All Programs/Participants:
● Gender/Sex data field(s) changes

● Translation Assistance Data Field removed

Funder-Specific:
● VA-funded programs

○ Removed Elements

○ New Elements for certain programs/funding sources

○ Important SSVF Reporting Information

● RHY and YHDP-funded programs 

○ Removed Elements

○ Elements with new response options



One-Page Summary



Changes Which 
Affect All Users



The Gender and Sex Data Elements

Gender Data Element has been removed
● Gender was collected on Client Profile screens as part of Client Record Creation

● Gender was collected once per client and updated as needed

Sex Data Element has been added
● Sex data are collected at Program Entry and collected once per enrollment

● Will be locally required for all project types and funding sources



Changes For 
Veterans Affairs and 
VASH Programs

● VA-funded and VASH Common 
Data Elements Change

● New Mental Health Consultation 
Element for all VA programs

● New Service for SSVF for 
Healthcare Navigation

● Housing Move-in date required 
for VA:GPD Case Management 
and Housing Retention



No Longer Collecting Common Data 
Elements 4.05-4.10

Income
Disability Detail
Non-Cash Benefits

Health Insurance

SSVF & GPD
SSVF Only:
New “Healthcare Navigation” SSVF service 
transaction available for collection

GPD only:
Case Management and Housing Retention 
GPD programs are now required to collect 
Housing Move-in Date

VA-Funded Program Changes

VASH, SSVF, & GPD



SSVF & GPD (continued)

New Mental Health Consultation Data Element
● This new Data Element is required for:

○ VA: SSVF-funded Homelessness Prevention project 

○ VA: SSVF-funded Rapid Rehousing project 

○ VA: Grant per Diem-Case Management/Housing Retention-funded Services Only 

projects



SSVF and other 
Federal Reporting 
Guidance

● Guidance for Reporting for the 
October 2025 SSVF Upload

● Updates on Federal and other 
Canned report availability



SSVF and Federal Reporting



Other Removals ● Orientation is no longer collected 
for RHY, YHDP, or CoC-Y

● Translation Assistance Data Field 
Removed



Q&A
Support@rtfhsd.org

www.rtfhsd.org

mailto:Support@rtfhsd.org
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