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REPORTED
BECOMING

HOMELESS IN 
SAN DIEGO

UNSHELTERED HOMELESS PROFILE OF THOSE SURVEYED

81%

22%

51%

3%

6%

UNSHELTERED SLEEPING LOCATIONS BEFORE ARREST

40%

T O T A L  S U R V E Y S
425

S I N C E  2 0 1 7 ,  R T F H  H A S  P A R T N E R E D  W I T H  T H E
S A N  D I E G O  C O U N T Y  S H E R I F F ' S  O F F I C E  T O
C O N D U C T  S U R V E Y S  O F  I N C A R C E R A T E D
P E R S O N S  A S  P A R T  O F  T H E  P O I N T - I N - T I M E
C O U N T .  I N  2 0 2 6 ,  S E V E N  J A I L S  P A R T I C I P A T E D .
O N  T H E  N I G H T  O F  T H E  C O U N T  I N  J A N U A R Y ,
4 , 1 3 9  P E R S O N S  W E R E  I N C A R C E R A T E D ,  A N D
1 , 0 0 1  P E R S O N S  ( 2 4 % )  W E R E  A S K E D  T O
P A R T I C I P A T E  I N  T H E  C O U N T .  O F  T H O S E
S U R V E Y E D ,  4 2 % ,  T O T A L I N G  4 2 5  P E R S O N S ,
R E P O R T E D  E X P E R I E N C I N G  U N S H E L T E R E D
H O M E L E S S N E S S  P R I O R  T O  T H E I R  A R R E S T .  

REPORTED
AS A FORMER

WARD OF
CHILD

WELFARE OR
FOSTER CARE

REPORTED
FIRST TIME
HOMELESS

REPORTED
EXPERIENCING
HOMELESSNESS
FOR 12 MONTHS

OR LONGER

REPORTED
AS A

TRANSITIONAL
AGE YOUTH
(TAY) 18 -24

REPORTED
AS HAVING
SERVED ON

ACTIVE DUTY 
IN U.S. ARMED

FORCES

BUS + PARK + STREET
+ UNDERBRIDGE 

71%

ABANDONED BUILDING
+ OTHER

5%

VEHICLE (CAR, VAN,
TRUCK, RV)

18%

WOODS OR OUTDOOR
ENCAMPMENT

6%
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RACE AND ETHNICITY OF THOSE SURVEYED

3%18-24

25-34

35-44

45-54

28%

34%

21%

8%55-64

65 OR 
ABOVE

UNDEFINED

3%

3%

AGE RANGE OF THOSE SURVEYED

42%

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

86%

27%

REPORTED PRIOR HISTORY
IN JUVENILE DETENTION

FACILITIES

REPORTED PREVIOUS
HISTORY OF JAIL AND/OR

PRISON ARRESTS

REPORTED LOSS OF PRIOR
HOUSING DUE TO LACK OF

SAFETY OR LIFE
THREATENING CONDITIONS

RELATED TO VIOLENCE

Hispanic/Latina/e/o

38%
White

32%

Black, 
African American, 

or African

16%

Native Hawaiian or 
Pacific Islander3%

American Indian,
Alaska Native, or

Indigenous
3%

Asian or Asian American2%

Black, African American, or
African; Hispanic/Latina/e/o1%

Client prefers 
not to answer

2%

Data not
collected1%

Race and ethnicity categories representing less than 1% 
of responses are not displayed in this graphic.
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2026YEAR OVER YEAR CHANGE 2025

To t a l  %  o f  p e r s o n s
u n s h e l t e r e d  b e f o r e
a r r e s t

42% 37%

% Change

5%

UNSHELTERED PERSON DATA BEFORE ARREST

40% 40% 0%

18% 20% -2%

42% 41% 1%

86% 84% 2%

27% 24% 3%

%  o f  p e r s o n s
u n s h e l t e r e d  f o r  
t h e  f i r s t  t i m e

%  o f  p e r s o n s
u n s h e l t e r e d  i n
v e h i c l e s

%  o f  u n s h e l t e r e d
p e r s o n s  w i t h  p r e v i o u s
j u v e n i l e  d e t e n t i o n
h i s t o r y

%  o f  u n s h e l t e r e d
p e r s o n s  w i t h  p r e v i o u s
j a i l  o r  p r i s o n  h i s t o r y

%  o f  u n s h e l t e r e d
p e r s o n s  w h o  l o s t
h o u s i n g  d u e  t o  s a f e t y
c o n c e r n s  o r  v i o l e n c e
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